[Use of the urinary trypsin inhibitor ulinastatin for acute Kawasaki disease].
Intravenous immunoglobulin (IVIG) therapy is widely recognized as standard treatment for Kawasaki disease(KD). However, about 20 % of KD patients are resistant to IVIG and are considered to be a high risk group for coronary artery lesions (CAL). Ulinastatin(UTI) is one of the neutrophil elastase inhibitors used for patients with pancreatitis or circulatory shock, and several studies have shown its efficacy for KD. Recently, we demonstrated that initial UTI treatment combined with IVIG decreased the number of patients requiring addi- tional rescue treatment and the occurrence of CAL. In this study, no severe adverse events occurred. Further research and a prospective trial are needed to prove the clinical efficacy and demonstrate the limits of UTI in patients with KD.